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THE CHARACTER AND THE PROGRESS OF THE 
REVOLUTION 

By Hon. Ygnacio Bonillas, 

Minister of Communications and Public Works of Mexico, and Member of the 
American and Mexican Joint Commission. 

From its very inception, the spirit of reconstruction along lines 
of social, economic, political and industrial tendencies has been 
manifest in the Mexican Revolution. It has crystallized in deeds 
which have produced a deep impression upon the minds not only of 
those who have taken an active part in the movement, but also 
of those interested in preserving the old conditions. The character 
and earnestness of the principal leaders of the Mexican Revolution 
proclaimed to Huerta, the usurper, and to his associates, that the 
struggle, begun in the northern states of the Republic, was to be 
waged to a finish, not only to avenge a hideous crime, and to dispel 
from the mind of the civilized world the impression that the people 
of Mexico would submit tamely to such a national affront, but 
also that a new order of things might be established embodying 
improvements in all departments of the national life. It was 
annoying to Huerta and his followers that men from the north, 
whose records in private and public life were clean, and that men 
emerging from partial or complete obscurity, should sever their con- 
nections with homes and business; that they should give themselves 
up with all their resources to the vindication of the national honor 
and to the creation of new institutions and a government by the 
people and for the people. 

Because of this attitude of the Huerta government, the revolu- 
tionists — whether engaged in military or civil pursuits — were 
often approached by the partisans of the illegal government, with 
tempting offers to discontinue their participation in the revolution 
and to accept high positions in civil, diplomatic, or active military 
service. The invariable reply was a flat refusal accompanied by 
patriotic declarations of unswerving fidelity to the high ideals pro- 
claimed by the revolution. Such an attitude from resolute men, 
in the very capital and from all quarters of the Republic, could 
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only forebode ill to the usurper and to the privileged classes who 
supported him. The downfall of the government which had been 
born of treason and murder was accomplished by the victorious 
army headed by its first chief Venustiano Carranza. As Constitu- 
tional Governor of the State of Coahuila at the time of the coup 
d'etat, he had never hesitated a moment to disavow the military 
government of Huerta. He did it also in spite of the appalling odds 
against him and the small group of patriots who took up arms with 
him. They firmly resolved to blot out the shame cast upon the 
national honor and to restore to the country the constitutional 
government which had perished with the tragical demise of its 
lawful representatives — Madero and Pino Suarez. It took seven- 
teen months — from March, 1913 to August of the following year — 
to accomplish this. The enemy was vanquished in numerous 
encounters and the City of Mexico, the capital of the Republic, 
was finally occupied. 

It is needless to mention the terrible sacrifices incurred in at- 
taining the triumph. Historical precedents show distinctly that no 
important achievements in the life of a nation are accomplished 
without sacrifices, and we hold that, in the vindication of our 
national honor, no sacrifice could be too great. 

It may be supposed by those who are unacquainted with Mexi- 
can political, social and economic conditions, that the original pur- 
pose of the revolution, having been accomplished by violent and 
destructive means, further conquest and the attainment of the 
national wellfare, might be left to the slow processes of evolution. 
To the leaders of the revolution, however, and to all other sound 
thinking people in Mexico, the opportune moment had arrived for 
carrying out political, social and economic reforms, deemed indis- 
pensable for the reestablishment of a government founded upon 
principles of right and justice to all. 

Furthermore, the triumph of the revolution was a triumph of 
the people, of the down-trodden and oppressed, over a corrupt 
aristocracy and more corrupt clergy. Since Colonial times and 
almost without interruption these privileged classes have held the 
reins of government and complete despotic sway over the country 
and its destinies. They have governed it for their own selfish 
aggrandizement and to the detriment, in all respects, of the other 
classes who constitute the great majority of the people. The sue- 



20 The Annals of the American Academy 

cess of the revolution had been comparatively easy and the resources 
of the privileged classes at home and abroad, remained practically 
intact. Large numbers of officers, civil and military, of the old 
regime, who had been generously amnestied, remained within the 
confines of the country and many more such were enjoying the 
spoils of their rapacity in foreign lands. 

It could hardly be expected that such elements, so thoroughly 
accustomed to rule the country in an absolute manner, would as- 
sume a mild attitude without a further struggle. While the armies 
of the old regime were being vanquished, they practiced their old 
tactics of creating dissension among the victors. The insubordina- 
tion of the Division of the North and the unpatriotic action of the 
Aguascalientes convention was due to the efforts of these reaction- 
aries to regain power. 

In this second epoch of the Constitutionalist Revolution the 
struggle was more intense and the number of participants was greater 
than in any previous war in the history of the country. There was 
a time during the armed conflict when all except honor seemed to be 
lost for the cause of legality, personified by the First Chief Carranza 
and by the group of loyal citizens who derived from him a constant 
inspiration to perform acts of chivalry and valor, and to persist 
undismayed until final success was attained. Victory was achieved 
by the indomitable army under the leadership of General Obregon 
upon the battlefields of Celaya, Leon, Trinidad, Aguascalientes and 
many others where the armies of the reactionaries were completely 
and ignominiously defeated and dispersed. 

It might be supposed that during the armed conflict in these 
two epochs attention had been given to nothing but the vanquish- 
ment of the enemy, and that nothing but a destructive campaign 
was the rule. Such was not the case. All departments of the gov- 
ernment were organized and much reconstructive work was ac- 
complished, although under most adverse circumstances. Where- 
ever the Constitutionalist arms obtained control the organization of 
temporary municipal and state governments followed, and the work 
of pacification, and the betterment of conditions for the ameliora- 
tion of the people ensued. 

The most earnest endeavors have been and are being made by 
the government of the Revolution to restore order at the earliest 
possible moment. To that end, municipal elections have been held 
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throughout the country and the officials elected in their respective 
localities took their oath of office and entered upon the discharge 
of their duties on the 16th of last September, the anniversary of 
Mexican independence. 

Another general election of great significance was held through- 
out the country last month. Delegates were chosen to a constitu- 
tional convention which is to meet at Queretaro on the 20th of 
this month, for the purpose of revising the federal constitution and to 
pass upon such decrees of the First Chieftaincy as are in the nature 
of Constitutional amendments. The convention will be in session 
for two months and during its deliberations will set the time for the 
next presidential election. This is an event to which the country 
looks forward with intense interest, as it hopes that with the return 
to Constitutional order, Mexico will take her place among the fam- 
ily of nations under a government of the people, by the people and 
for the people. 



